


NOTES ON NATURAL HYBRIDIZATION BETWEEN NATRIX NATRIX AND NATRIX TESSELLATA

A NATURAL OCCURRENCE

In June 1996 we found a male Natrix natrix
mating with a (female) Natrix tessellata near
the Tagliamento River (Udine, ltaly). When the
mating ceased, we captured the female Natrix
tessellata and maintained the snake in captivi-
ty, in a terrarium, where it ate goldfish and
frogs. After one month the snake laid 11 eggs.
We put them in an incubator (“au bain
marie”), and released the female in the same
place where we found her.

After an incubation period of 36 days, all
eggs hatched. The breeding data are shown in

Table 1. The neonates had two different phe-
notypes. One was termed “tessellata-like”
because it was similar in appearance to Natrix
tessellata, (6 neonates had this phenotype).
The other was termed “intermediate” because
the other 5 neonates shared similarities with
both Natrix natrix and Natrix fessellata. They
had the typical “collar” of Natrix natrix and
some external characteristics of Natrix fessel-
lata. We measured length, weight, collar and
number of upper labial and preocular scales,
and noted some interesting differences
between the hybrids and wild-type Natrix
natrix and Natrix tessellata. Table 2 shows
the results of the analysis of phenotype.

Hybride, after 2 hours. Photo by: dr. Stefano Pavan.
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